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| Orſhipfull Sir, I am-bold 
| (by way ' of dedication) 

11] AE jt0 give yee this excellent 
CES res Dialogue of Plato the 
Phyloſopher, for two reaſons. The 
firſt, that ſo ſingulera worke, doone 
by a Heathen man, might as wel flo- 
ri{h in our vulgare ſpeech, as of long 
time it hath doone both in Greeke 
and Latine. 10g 
The ſeconde, that your counte- 
naunce might ſhaddoweit from re- 
prochefull ſlaunders , which com- 
mon cenſures too lightly bolt out a- 
gainſt the beſt cndeuours. But con- 


C 3 cerning 


cerning the ſpeciall matter,to wit,my 
preſumption, without firſt acquain- 


The Epiftle. 


ting yee heere-with : thus I proteR 
my ſelte. My tamiharity with yee in 
your younger yeeres , when ſome- 
times wee were Schollers together, 
and my preſent 1oy, to ſee ye ſo hap- 
pic a ſucceeder both in your Fathers 
vertues, place, and Office: imbolde- 
ned mee to ſhew a remembrance of 
the one, yet reuerently, and gladnes 
of the other as well becommeth me. 

If in thys ſmallgifr, ye make ac- 
ceptance both ofthe one and other, 
yee ſhall declare no lefle then each 
one well diſcernes in ye, and oy him 
that euery way isat your comaund, 
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To the Reader. 


' His Dialogue of Axiochus, gen- 
tle Reader, was tranſlated out of 
Greeke, by that worthy Scholler 

and Poet, Maifter Edward $ penſer, 
whoſe ſtudies baue ex doe carry no mean 
commendation, becauſe their deſerts are 
of ſo great eSteeme. 

If beerem thou find not the delight- 

full pleaſures bis verſes yeeldeth , yet 
Sbalt thou receiue matter of as high con- 
tentment:to wit, comfort im-the verie 
late$t extremitie. - For bis ſake then be 

kind in acceptance beereof, and doe him 
the right be very well deſerueth.. 
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Axiochus of 


Plato, ora Dialogugy 
of Death,being both ſhox 
avd very Elegant, 


Cocrates. Clintas. eAxiochns, 


SI went one day to my common 
ſchoole Lynoſargus, and being in 
the waye by Elizews , I might 
/ | heare the voice of one calling a- 
| loudeto me Socrates, And tur- 
ning me about toſce whenceitcame,]I ſaw C/i- 
nias Axiochu his ſonne,together with Damon 
the Mufitian & (barmides,theſonneof Glaxco 
running haſtcly toward { allsrrhoe, whereof the 
one wasa Maiſterand profeſſor of the Arte of 
Muſficke, & the other by means of great fami- 
liarity & acquaintance, did bothloue him, and 
alſo was of him bcloued; whereupon I thought 
good, leauing my ready way,to go meet them, 
that I mie t the {ooner veuledthod his 1ea- 
ning, Then (Tinias burſting out inteares, O 
A Socrates 
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Axiochus. 


Socrates (quod he) now is the time whenthou 
maiſtſhew forththy long foſtered and famous 
wiſedome, for my fatheris eucn nowe taken 
witha gricuous diſcaſe, and drawing neere (as 
it ſeemeih)to his end,is therwithall grieuouſ]y 
troubled , and greatly diſquicted, Howbeirt, 
heeretofore hee was ſo farre from the feare of 
death, asthathe was wont pleaſantly toſcoffe 
and ICorne at thoſe which vied to portrait the 
Imageof death, painting him with a dreadtull 
countenanceandasgriefly face. V V heretore I 
belecchthee OSocrates,to go and comfort my 
father as you were wont to doo: for ſo the ra« 
ther being ſtrengthenec with your good coun« 
ſale, heſhail beeable without any grudging or 
fainting topaſle through the way of all fleſh, 
and ] withthereſtofhis friends and kinſmen 


will maintaine theyearely memory of that his: 
good end, | 


Socrates. 


O Elinia ] will not deniethy ſo reaſonable 
arequelt,ſpecially concerning (ſuch a matter,as 
to deny it were great vnkindnes and diſcourte- 
he: to grantit,perteyneth both to godlineſle 
and charitie.Let ys therefore ſpeede ys to him: 
forif thy fither bein ſoſore taking, there nee= 


deth ſpceditcsand oreat haſt, 


Clinias. 


Axiochus. 
( bnias. 


O Socrates, T amſure that my father aſſoone 


as hee but bcholdeth you, will bemuch better 


at caſe : for his fitte and panges of his fickneſle 
vicoftentimes to ſurceaſe and beaſſwaged. 


Socrates. 


Bur that we might the ſooner come tohim, 


wetooke the way, whichlicth beſide the town 
wall by the Gardeins') for his dwelling was 
hardby the gates which lyethtowardthe eL- 
mazonspiller: whither wee comming , found 
Axiochas( which by this time was come to 
himſc|fagainc)being indeed ſomewhat ſtrong 
in his body, but very weake and feeble in his 
minde_, and reſting altogether comfortleſle: 


O 


often toſsing him,and tumbling vp and downe 


an his bed, fetching deepeand doletullfighes, 


withaboundant ſtreames of trickling teares, 


and wailefull wringing of his handes : whome _ 
bcholding, O Axiochns quoth I, what mea- 


neth this? where bee now thoſe haughtie and 
couragious words, wherewith thou waſt wont 
to ſcorne and deſpiſe death? where bee thoſe 


| thydayly and continuall prayſes of yertue and 


goodneſſe vanithed:wherealfois now that thy 


vnſpcakcable ſ{toutneſſe, wherewiththou waſt: 


A 2 woont 


Axiochus. 


woont to confirme thy ſelfcand ſtrengthen o= 
thers : for iike asa cowardly champion, which 
atthe firſt comming forth as to the skirmiih, 
with ſtately ſteps anda vaunting viſage,dooth 
ſoone after caſt away his Target, and taketh 
him to flight: cucn ſo ſeemeſt thounow, when 
thereisneced molt of al to flinch, Haſt thou no 
more regarde of thy diuine and excellent na- 
rure, that ſometime waſt a man of ſo goodlife 
and calling, ſo obedient toreaſons rule? andif 
there werenothing els, yetſhou'dir be ſuffici- 
ent to mooue thee, that thou art an Athenian 
borne: and laſtly ſhould moonethee that com- 
mon ſaying, which is worneinall mens mouths; 
That tius ourlite 15a Pilgrimage, which when 
we hauecnded withperte meaſure and ſted. 
faſt trauell: it behoueth vs with hike conſtancy 
of minde,and ioyfulnesoffpirit, and as it were - 
ſinging a merry Pzan,toetiter into the purpo« 
ſed place of reft . Butthus tolanguiſh in diſ= 
paireandtenderharted out-cnes,behauing thy 
ſelfelike a froward Babe, in thee 1s neither res 


gard of thy wiſedome,norreſpett of thy age, 


eAxiochn, 


True indeed O Socrates, and that which 
thou ſayeſt,me ſcemeth right: Butit commeth 
topaſleI knowenot how, that when I drawe 
necre vnto preſent daunger, than thoſe great 


and 


is 


_ and Callifthenes goucrned the common wealth 


Axiochus, 


and ſtout-hearted wordes which I was wont to 
caſt atdeath, doo cloſcly flitaway and downe 
are trodden vnderfoote. And then that Tor. 
mentor feare, the meſlengerof dreaded daun- 
gers, dooth ſundrye wayes woundandgall my 
gricucd minde, wtuſpering continually in mine 
care thatitI bec oncedepriuedof this worldly 


light, and bereft of goods: I ſhall like a rotten 


blocke lye m the darkeſome deapth, neither 


 ſeene nor heard of any, beeing reſolued into 


duſt and wormes, 


Socrates. 


O eMxiochus thy talke is very fooliſh, for 
reaſoning thus without reaſon, and ſecking to 
make ſome ſehceot ſenceles wordes,thou both 
doſt and ſayeſt cleane contrary to thy ſelfe, not 
marking,how at one timethou doſt both com- 
Plaine for the lacke of ſence which thouſhalr 
haue : and alfoart greatly vexed forthe rotting 
of thy carrion Carcaſle, and deſpoyling of thy 
formerdelights: asif by this deaththou ſhoul= 
deſt not paſ[e into another life , or ſhouldeſt 
be ſo deſpoyledof all ſence and feeling,as thou 
wert beforethou waſlt firſt brought into this 
world. For euen asin thoſe yeares when Draces 


of eAthens, thou then waſt yvexed withno euil, 


for in the beginning thou waſt no ſuch as to 
A. 3 whome 
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Axioch us. 
whomecuill might chance : ſo ikewiſe when 


thou haſt ended this ſtate of mortalitye thou 
ſhalt nv more be afflicted, for thou ſhalt not 


ben fuch caſe as thatany euill can touch thee, . 


V Vheretore ſhakeoff and caſtaway all theſe 
trifles and worldly baggage, thus waying in 
thy minde, that when the trame of this earthly 
building, is diſſolued, and the ſoule being ſing= 
led,isreltored to his naturall. place: this bodye 
which is then Jeft an carthly maſſeand an vn= 
reaſonable ſubſtance, is then no more a man. 
For we area ſoule, thatis toſay, an immortall 
creature , beeing ſhur vp and incloſed 1a an 
earthly dungeou, V V herewithall nature hath 
clothed vs, and charged vs with many miſeries, 
ſo that cuen thoſe things which ſeeme pleaſant 
toys and ioytull,areindeed but vaine and ſha« 
dowed, beeing mingled and wrapped in many 
thouſand ſorrowes , and thoſe alſo which vie 


to breede vs lorrowe and heauines, are both 


ſodaine, and therefore more hardely auoyded, 
and alſo perdurable, and therefore the more 
painefull and weariſome. Such be diſeaſes and 
inflammation of the ſences: Such bee inward 
enefes and fickeneſſes, through which it can- 
not chooſe butthat theſoule muſt bee alſo dif- 


caſed , {incethat becing ſcattered and ſpread 
through the powres and paſſages of the body, | 


it coueteth the vſe of that open and kinde hea- 


uen out of which it was denued , andthirſteth 


for 


'i \ 


Axiochus. 


for thewonted company & ſurpaſſing delights 


of thatzrernall fellowſhip; whereby it is eui- 
dent, thatthe paſlagefromlife,is a change from 


mucheuill to great good, 


eAxiochus. 


Since therefore O Socrates thou decemeſt 


- "This life ſotedious and troubleſome, why dooſt 
thou {till abide in the ſame 2 beeing as thou 


artaman of ſo great wiſedomand experience, 


_ Whoſe knowledge reacheth farre aboue our 


commonſence , and beyond the vſuall reaſon 
of moſtmen. | 


Socrates. 


Thou Axiochus dooſt not report rightly of 


me: forthou wdgelt as the common people 


of Athens, that becauſe you ſce 3 am giuen to 


ſeeke andſcarchout many things , therefore I 


know ſomewhat.But to ſay the truth, I would 


hartely with , and would the ſame account 1n 


oreat parteof happineſle, if I knew but theſe 
common and cuſtomable matters : {ſo farre am 


1 from theknowledge of thoſe hj ghand excel]. 


lent things. For theſe things which I nowe de- 
clare, are the ſayinges of Prodicus the wile 
man : {ome of them beeing bought for apen- 


nye: lome fortwo groats , and other {ome for 
foure- 
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Axiochus. 
foure : For that ſame notable man vſed to 
rtcach none without wages, hauing alwaiesin 
his mouth that ſaying of Epicharmu , One 
hand rubbeth another : giue ſomewhat, and 
ſomewhat take, And it 1s not long ſithence, 
that he making a diſcourſe of Philoſophye in 
the houſe of Calias the ſonne of FHippenicas, 
ſuch and ſo many things he ſpake againſt the 
{tate of life:that I alſo account life in rhe nums= 


ber of thoſe thinges which be of leſle wajghtr. 


Andeuer ſince that time O Axiochus , my 


foulc gaſpeth after death,daily longing todie, 


eAxiochm, 
V Vhat then was ſaid of Prodicus 2 


Socrates. 


MarrieI will tell you,as they come tomy 


minde.For what parcell (quod he ) of out lite 
is notfull of wretchednes ? dooth not the ba= 
bie cuen taken iro the mothers wombe,powre 
out plenty of teares, beginning the firlt {tep of 
life with gricte? neither afterward hathit once 
any breathing or reſtin time from ſorrow, bc 
ivg citherdiſtreſ[ed with pouertic, or pinched 
with colde,or {cortched with heate, orpayned 


with ſtripes: and whatſocuer it ſuffereth, vtter 


once It cannot, but onely with crying dooth 


ſhow. 
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 Axiochus. 


ſhow hisminde;hauing no voicebutthatalohe 


to bewray his 'gricfe : and hauing through ma» 
ny woes waded to {eauen-yeatesof age; he is 
yet afflited with greater onetcs ,being ſubicct 
to thetyranny of the Schoolemaiſter and Tu« 
tor. And as his yeares cncreaſed,fo is the num- 
ber of his guides and gpuernourscncreaſcd;be- 
iog afterwardsintthe handes 'of. Cenfors, Phis 
lotophers and Capitaines.' Soone after being 
waxena\tripling heis hemmedin with greater 
teare,namely of Lyccum, ofthe Academic , of 
the Schoole of games , of Rulers, of Roddcs: 
and taſhutvpallinoneworde;of infinite mile. 
ries, Andallthe time of his youthisſpent' vn» 
dcr quer-ſ{eers which are ſet oner him by the 
eAreopagits from which labours young men 
bceing once freed , are yet ouer-Jayde with 
greater cares and more weightic thoughts, tous 
ching theordering ofhis ſtateand trade of fe: 
which alſo ifthey. be compared with thoſe that 
followe,, all thele former troubles.may ſceme 
but childiſh and indeed babith trifles.. For 


herevpon.dootha troope of euils accrew, as be 


the exploites of warfare , the bitterneſle of 


wounds,the continuall labour, skirmiſhes:and 


then cloſelycreepethonolde Age,in whichate 


heapedall the harmes that:pertaine to man= 
kinde , whether of weakenelle as naturall , or 
of paine as being extermall. And butif one bes 
times reſtore his life asa dew debt-to death: 

| B Nature 
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Axiochus. 
Nature eucr waiting as a greedy vinrer,taketh 
paynes aforchand, {natchingand pulling from 
this man his fight, from that his heating , from 
fom both twoſenſes, And ifany fortuneloger 
then commonly i ſcene in this life to linger, 
Nature weakening hir powres,, dooth looſe, 
lame, and bow downe all partes ofhis body, 
but they whoſe bodiesinold age long flouri- 
ſheth in minde; astheſayingts , become twiſe 
children. Andtherforethe gods,knowing what 
is moſt expecientfor men, thoſe whome they 
moſt deerdly loue, do ſooneſt take out of this 
valc ofwretchednes . Andfor this cauſe A4ga- 
wedesand Trophonias ,when'they had built a 
Temple to Pythins Apolls,defirng ofthe god 
thenchheeva grant then the belt-inibiTe that 
might begiuen, ſoone after when they layde 
then» downe to reſt, never role againe. 


Likewiſe Cl/eobrs & Biton,, the ſonnes of the 


ArgineNunne,whe their motherhad made hir 


praicr to ſuvo;, that to herſonnes fortheir great 
godlines might begun ſome finguler pift(for 
that they rehen her yoake of Qxen were not 
readily to bee Gad at the time of ſacrifice, 
Hens Fork being yoaked'mnthe charrior, drew 
| theirmothertothe-Teryple). ypan this their 
mothers requeſt;thetwo ſonnes the next mor. 
ping were found dead. It were too long inthis 
place torcherſec the teſtimoniesof Poets which 
wtheir dune poeſtes do diuinely bewaileand 

SUHTE lamcag£ 


Axiochus, 
lament the miſerics of mans life, T willnowe 
onely inplaceofmany , recite the witneſſe of 
one, being moſt worthic of memoric, which 
thus ſaith, . 


How wretchedathred o f life hane the gods ſpun 
' Tomortallmenthat inthis race of life ds run 


And againe: 
Of allthat inthe earthare ordained by nature, 


Than man, isnot to bee found 
amore wretched creature. 


Burt of Amphiarans what ſaith the Poet? 


Him lened bigheſt Iupitcr and Apollo deare, 

yet could he not reache to his eldefit yeare.. 

What thinkeſt thou of him 
that taught the childe to crie: 

#ben firſt the Sunne bright day , 
be ſeeth with tender epe. 


Bur I will let them paſle, leaſt contraryeto 
promiſe,] ſeeme todiſcourſe atlarge, and that 
an thealleadging of forraine witneſſes, What. 
tradeof life I pray you is there, or what occu- 
pation, of which you ſhall not find many that 
complaine andgreatly miſlike of theirpreſent 
affaires.Let vs ouerrunne the companies of Ar- 
tificers &craftſmen, which continually labour 
from nzghttonight,andyethardly able tofind 


barceſtate,& filling their nightwatchings with 
LLTED. mY B'z {orrow 
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ſorrow andteares.. Let vs elsſtituew the lifeof 


\Marrinersand Seafaringmen'; which make a 


holethroughſo many dangers, & whichas Bias 


ſad,arencither in the numberoftheliuing nor 
yet ofthe dead , torman being borne to abide 


 wponthecarth, doothasitwere acreatureofa 


doublekinde , thruſt himſeife into the maine. 
ſea,and wholy put his life into the hands of for= 
tune.But the lite of husbandmen wilt ſome ſay 
is pleaſant, andſ{o1n-deedit is : but haue they 
nota contiumall ranckling gall, eucr breeding 
new cauſeot-greete and dilquiet, ſometime by 
reaſon of drought, ſometime becauſe of raine, 
otherwhule fortcortching, oft through blaſting, 
whichparcheth the vntimely eare oftentimes, 
becauſe ofimportunateheate orynmeaſurable 
colde,miſerably weeping and complaimng.But. 
aboue al}, that honourable ſtate of gouerne-. 
ment andprincipallitie (for let paſſe many o-. 
ther things &wrap them vp in filence)through 
how many dangers.1s it tofled and turmoited, 
forifat any time it-hauc any cauſe of ioye, it is 
like ynto a blowne bliſter, ora ſwelling ſore, 
ſaone vp,and ſooner downe : oftentime tuffe= 
ringafoule repulſe, which ſcemeth athouland: 
tunes worle then deathit ſelte, For whoatainy 
tunecinbebleſlced;jthat hangeth ypon'the was 
ycring will ofithe/witleſle. many? Angalbeit- 
the Magiftratedeferucfauour: and' praiſe; yet 


. he but: a, mocking ſtacke-and; ſeoffe of-the. 


CONs. 


Axiochus. 
commauralty, beutg 
at;condemned, and.deltucred-to a | 
death, - For, where I, prayethee O Ariochns; 


(theeTaske thatart m officcin the commons 


wealth)dyed that mightic Hltiades? where 


 thitvigkonous Themifocles > where that vali- 


ant Ephialtes2 where finally thle noblekings 
andglonous Emperours; which notlonga.goe 
flauriſhedinthe commonwealth ; As tormy 
ſeife, I couldneuer be breught to beare office 
mthe Cittie : for I never accounted it as a 
worthic andlawdable thing to bein authority 
together with the-madding multitude. 

' But Theramenes and. Calixexns of late me- 
morie appointing-vnder them-certaine Magi» 
ſtrates, condemned certaine guiltleſſe men,not 


hearing their cauſes to vndeſerued death.One-. 


lyewithſtood them you:, and Triptolemns., of 
thirty thouſand men which were gathered in 
theafſemble.. . $693; oy 


Axtochns, 


It 1s as thou fayeſt Socrates, and ſince that: 
time I haue refrainedimy.ſelfe from the ſtage : 


neither hath any thing euer to mee ſcemed of 


oreater waighte-,.them:the gouerning of the. 
common-wealth, and that 15 well knowne to- 
them whicharcin the ſame office , For thou: 
ſpeakeſt theſe things, as hauing'out of ſome- 
D B 3: high. 


{ooncafrer,outc aſt;hifſed 


: 
bens 
= bane 4 as AA. ” 6h 
” th a = uy 
= > =, v y 


RE Sa ENS ww _ _C—_—nC—mMOC_nCnCnCnlnCuuwuuwr 
- 


| Axiochus., 
high loft onely oucrlooked the troubles and 
gempeſtsof the common-wealth,but weknow 
the {ame more aſſuredly, hauing made proote 
therefore im ourſclues, for the common people 
indeedeour freends: Secraresis vathanketull, 
diſdainefull , crue}l, cnuious, and valearned, as 
that is. gathered together of the:ſcurme and 
Cdregs of theraſcall route and aſorte of1dielo- 
{cls : whomec hee that flattercth andfeedethis 
much worſe himſ(clte than they, | 


\ Socrates. 


Since therefore O Axiochue, thou doolt ſo 
grcatly diſallow that opinion, whichof all o+ 
ther, 15 counted moſt honeſt and liberall; what 
ſhall we tudse of the other trades of life 2 ſhall 
weenot thinke that they arc likewiſe to, bee 
ſhunned : I remember that I once heard Pro- 


dicus (ay ; thatdeath pertayncthneitherto the 
kuing nor tothedead, 


eAxiechu, | 


How mcane youthat, Socrates 2 
Socrates. 


Mary thus : that death toucheth not them 
that arc, and as for thoſe that arc departed out 


 Axiochus. 


ofthis life,arenowno more,andtherfore death 
now toueheth them not: for thou art not yet 


dead, nceitherif thoudeceaſe, ſhallkeoncerne 


thee, forthou ſhalt then haue no more. There- 


fore,molt vaineis that ſorrow which A4riochnus 
maketh,forthething whichneyther is preſent, 
nor ſhall eucrtouch eFxriochus him(clte, And 


cuenas fooliſh is it, asif one ſhould complaine 


'andbcafraid of Seylta, or the C entaures,which 


were monſters, of Pocts broode, which ney- 


ther now belong tothee, nor to thy lines end 


ſhall appertaine z for feareis conceyucd of ſuch 


things as be: butofſuchthings as benot,what 
'feare can therebe 2 Bear) T{&" 


Truely Socrates , you haue fetched theſe 


things, out of the riche and moſt aboundant 
Storehouſe of your woonderfull wiſedome: 


And thereof riſeth that your mildeneſſcand 
lightneſſcof ſpeech, which you vſe to allure 
the mindes of yoons men to vertue., But the 


loſſe of theſe worldly commodities, doothnot 
4 little vexe and diſquiet my minde ; albett 
theſe reaſons, whichnow to my great good 


liking you haucalledged, ſecmet$ mee mueh. 


moreallowable, than thoſe which late you v= 


ſed; formy mindeis not carryed away with cr- 


roxthrou ehthe entiſement of your words, but 
percet= 


Re go og ur or; + 


Axiochus, 


.perceiueththem well,neither doe thoſe things 


greatlymmooue my minde, which onely hauea 
colour and ſhadowed ſhoweof truth, being ſet 
out with flanting pride, and glory of words, but 
yettruth hauethey none. | 4 


: 7 
mM 


Thou : tfarre wide Axiochus and reaſoneſt 


ynskilfully , ioyning the feelingof ewill , with 


the waritc of good things, forgetting thy ſelfe 
that then thou ſhalt hee 1n the numberot the 
ſenceleſſedead.:For him indeed which 1s be. 
reftofall good things, dooththe.cantrary force 
ofcuill things greatly vexe.Buthe which hath 
no being,cantake nor fee]cnothing,inplace of 
thoſe things whereofheis deſpoiled, Then by 
what reaſon can any griefe bee conceyued of 
that thing, which brecdeth no ſence nor perſe= 
uerance ofany thing,which hurteth. For if; in 


'the beginning O Axtiochns, thou did(}; not, 
though indeed in vayne, ioyne ſence and fee- 
ling to death, moſt, yawiſely, thou ſhouldeft 


neuer had cauſe to feare death ., But now thoiu 
deelt confound thy ſelfe, andſpeakeſt contra- 
rieto thy ſelfe, oft fearing that thou ſhalt bee 
depriued offoule and ſence together, and oft 
thinking, that with thy ſenge thou ſhalt feele 
that thing , whercof there is no ſcnce nor fee- 
hng, Andtothis purpoſe do allthoſe excellent 


and 


Axiochus, . 


and notable reafons ofthe ſoules immortalirie 


tend. 


» For it is not the weake nature of mortall 


man, to raiſe himſec}fe to the fulfillmng ef ſuch 
high and haughtye matters , as to deſpiſe the | 
ramping rage of wilde beaſts, to icopard him= Þ 
ſelfe in the waſtefull ſea, to builde Citties, and | 


them with lawes and pollicic to eſtabliſh : to 


looke vp into heaucn, and marke thecourfe of 


the Starres ; and the wayes of the Sunne and 
Moone, withtheirriſi 1728 and ſetting, to con- 
ſidertheir eciiples, theirſpaces, their making 
ofthe mghtsand dayecs alike, their double coN- 
ucrfions, to behold the order of the windes, 
the ſeauen watrie {tarres,of winter,ofſummer, 
of ſtormes, with the violent rage of whirlc- 
windes, and as it were theſe labours of the 
world, to deliuer to poſteritic, vnleſſe inour 
tnindes there werea certaine diuine ſpirit and 
vaderſtandwg, which could comprehend and 
reach yato the {upernaturall knowledge of ſo 
greatmatters, 

V Vherctore nowe O eAxiochus, thouart 
not in theway todeath, but to immortality , 
neither ſhalt thou (as thou didſt ſeeme right 
now to feare) bee bereft of all good, but ſhall 
hereby enioy true and perfte& good: Neither 
ſhalt thou perceiue ſuch durty pleaſures as are 
theſe , beetng mingled with the puddle of this 


finfiull bcdy,but moſt pure and perfect delight 
C being 


4a. AMS 


f 
1 
! 
| 


Axtochus, 
beingdeuoid of all contagious trouble , For 
beeing looſed and deliuercdoutof the darke 
fome dungeons af this body, thou ſhalt paſle 
tothag place where is go lacke nox complaint, 
but all things full of reſt, and deuoidof euill. 
Moreouerthere is calme andquict lining withe - 
out all knowledge of ynreſt , peaecable and 
ſlill occupied 2 beholding the courſe & frame 
of Nature , and[tudying Philoſophy , not ta 
pleaſe theid;cignorant and coimmon{ort, but 
w uh vpright and yadeceiyabletruth, 


eAxiochns; 


O Socrates with this thy eladſome- ſpeech 
thou haſtnow brought meentoacleanc con- 
trary minde, forſofarre am I nowe from dread 
of death, that Iam cuen ſet on fireand: burne 
with defirethereof .. And. that I may ſtay my 
(cifein the ſkeppes of them whichare counted 
workemaſters of {peech , I will ſay thus much 
more excellently, Now I begjn to beho'd thoſe 
high matters, and doo oucr!ooks that xternall 
and heauenly courte of things, hauing now ray... 
{ed vp.my ſelfe out of my weakenes, and.being 
as it were-renued and. refreſhed of my formes 
gaalidy.. tre 


- * 


. Sogrdtens 


{UE G 


'l Axioch Us. | 
+» £8 Socrates, © Dry 
- If you demannde of mee another reaſon, 
_ and figneof the foules immortality , I will tell | 
you what the wile man Gebrias ſhewed me: He 
ſaide-that at what time Xerxes convayed his 
huge Armyinto Greece, his Grandfather which 
was of the ſame nathe, was ſent into Delos to 
defende that Tland in which were two Gods 
borne, In the ſame Tand that his Grandfather 
tearned out of certaine braſen Tables which 
Opzs and Heenergus had brought out of the 
Northerne Countnes, That the {ouleaftertime 
iis diſſolucd from the body paſſethintoa cer 
raine darkeſome place; a Coalt thatlyeth vn= 
F-4 der the earth wherein 15 Plutoes Pallace no 
! leſſe than Iwpsrers kingdome: For the carth bee 
| img equally ballanced in the middeſt. of the 
world and the compaſle thereof becinground 
as a ball, that the one halfe Spherethercof is al= 
Jotted to the higher Gods, and the other halfe 
to theinferna]l powres; betwixt whom there is 
fuch kindred and allyance, thatſome bee bro- | 
thers, and other ſome brothers children . But | 


_  - Co ATE Ol intranet Bc ewe. ns 6. 
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thecntry of the way which leadeth to P/utoes 
kinzdome is fenced withiron gates, andfaſte-= 
ned with braſen bolts : which when a man 1 
| hathopencd, heis entertained of the Riuer = | 
cheron , next whichis Cocytus ; which flouds | 
being ouerpaſſed, heemuſt come before eAMi- 
nor and Rhadamanthw , the merciles Judges: 
a. C 2 . which 
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which place is Ba: the p/ain not Truth where 


theTudges fit examinung cuery one that coin 
meth thather how hehath lied, and withwhat 


tradeor mannerot lite hee hathinhabited iis. 
'mortall body , with whom thercisno placefor 


lies, -Nor refuge for excuſes... T hen they which 
in their life time were inſpired. and led with a 
good Angell,arcrecejuedintothehouſholdof 
the bleſled, where all ſeaſons flowe wnthabun<- 
dance of all fruits, wherefrom the f1luer ſprings 
doo calmely run the Chriſtall ftreames , where 
the flourihing medowes arc cloathed with 
Chaungcable Maatles of glorious colours, 
wherearefumous Schooles of renowmed Phin 


Jolophers, goodly companies of diuine Poets, 


trim ſorts of Dauncers , heaucaly Muſficke, 

reat banquets furniſhed with coſtly cates, Ta- 
bes abounding with all bounty,dclights wxh= 
outallcarc,and "ee without all [paine:For 
the Inhabitants thereof are neither touched 


with force of cold, nor payned with exceſle of 


heate, but the maderice Aire breatheth on 


tem mi'dly andcalmely, being, lightned with, 


thegentle Sunnebeames, 

Fa thy place, andin the Elyſian fields, ghey: 
which haue taken holy orders are highly a 
vancedand reuerenced , dayly minitinethe 
vaſcarchcablerytesof Religion , V VYhere« 
fore then ſhouldeſt thou doubt but to be made 
partaker of the lamehonor, being one L; t 7s 
| CCC 


Axiochus. 


ſeede of that heauen!yrace : It isan o!d ſayin & 


and rigntly reported, that Hercules and Bac 


chu gong downe to hell, they were inſtituted 
in holly orders, aid that they were emboldned 
ro gocthither of the Goddeſle Elex/mg . But 
they which being wrappedin wickednes haue 
Icdan vngodly lite, areſnatchedvp by the Fu- 
nes, and by them carried through the loweſt 
hellintadeepe darkenes and ytter confuſion, 
where the place and abode of the wicked is, 
and wherethe three ſcore daughrers of Denars 
dwell, whoſe puniſhment is continually tofill a 
fort of bottomleſle veſlels, wherealſors to bee 
{ecne the vaquencheable thirſt of T antatas, 
the gnawen Entrailes of Titiws,and the endles 
ſtone of Si/pbres, whoſe end bezinnethanewe 
labour. There bee they rentofwi'de beaſts, 
continually ſcorchedwith burning Lamps, pai= 
ned withall kind of torments,and afflicted with: 
cndleſſc pentance. Theſethinges I remember 
that] haucheard Gobriastell; but you eArxto- 
eb may iudge of them as you lift , Only this 
T knowand aſſuredly ho!dfaſt,that euery mans 
minde is immortall and paſſing'out of thislife 
fceleth no griefenor ſorrowe. V Vheret5re O 
eAxiochus whether thou be carryedinto thoſe 
higheſt Palaces or lower Vawts,necdes mult 
x Þee that thou ſhalt bee bleſſed becauſe thou 
haſt lucd well and god!y, 

C 3 eAxtio5ht6 ' 


S Axwochas, : 

Minding 2 to hane ſaid ſom thingyrio thee | 
(O Socrates) I am.impeached wi ith baſhfull 
ſhame: For fo farreatnl nowtrom the horror 
and'dreadof death”; that] con:inually'couct 

' the time thereof: A hath thy heauenly and 
comfortable ſpeeches piercedaudre'iciicd my 
faint heart, And noweloath I this life, and 
ſcorne the delivhts thereof, as that ſhall from 
henceforthpaſſcintoa berter abode, And now. 
by my felfe alone will T recount thefe thy no- 


cable ſayings, butT'pray thee (O Socrates ) at 
ter noonerelortro me againe, 


b 


5 _ 
I will doo as you ſay hl now will T returne 


to walk in my fchool Lynaſarge from whence 
| was hither called, 


FINIS. 
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1 A ſpeech ſpoken at the 


Tryumph before the Queenes moſt 
. excellent Maieltie , by the Page to the 
oy. le 


right noble Champion, the 
of Oxecntord. 


By the T'ilt ſtoode a ftatelie Tent of Orenge tavwny 

' T affata, curiouſly wbroydered with Siluer ct 

pendemts on the Pinacles very fight to behold. 
e 


From forth this T ent came the nob! 


le Earle of 
O-xenford m rich gilt Armour, and ſate down 
wonder a great bigh Bay-tree, the whole ftocke, 

'' | branches and leanes Whereof, were all gilded 6- 
' ter, that nothing but Gold cold be diſcerned: 
By the T ree ftoode twelue tilting: ſtyues ,. all 
Which hkewiſe were gilded cleane oner. After a 
folemne ſound of moſt ſweet Muſique,he moun- 
red on bis Conrſer ,verie richly caparaſond,Wwh# 
bis page aſcending the ſtaires Where ber High- 
 nefſe ſtood in the Window , delinered to ber by 


— == HIS Knight (moſt fayre and 


| Q, Y I | ucry 4 
ISEz | thought 
ous, found at the la 


chat nothing could cauſeit 4 bend; the Recde 
: k G9 


_— ſpeech ſpo ken 


, fo ſhaking,that every blaſt made it to bow; the. 
Niger weete, berths towe for ſaccour ; the . 
Ciprefle faire, but without fruite; the Walnut 
tree to be asvnholſome tolye vnder, as the bud 
of the Figge:tree-vnpleaſant to taſte; the Trec 
that bore the beſt fruite, to be fulleſt of Cater- 
pillers, and all to be infeed with wormes; the 
Aſhe for Rauens to breede; the Elme to build; 
the Elder to be full of pith & no perfeion,and 
all Trees that were notfertill, to be fit forfuell, 
and they that were fruitfull, but for the ryme to 
pleaſe the fancy. Which trying,he forſooke the 
wood, and lived a while in the plaine Champi- 
on: where, how he was tormented, it vvere too 
long tatell, but lct this fuffiſe, that hee was 
troubled, when eucry. Moate fell in hiseye in 
the day, and cuery Ant diſquieted him in the 
night: where, if the wind blew, he had nothing 
to ſhielde him but heade and ſhoulders, if the 
Sunne blazed, he could find the ſhadow of no- 
thing but himſelfe ,;,when ſecing himſelfe fo 
deſtitute of helpe,he becam deſperate of hope. 

_ 1 __ PRnarring 8 vveane way, hee eſpyed 
at the laſt a T ree.ſo beautiful,that his eyes were 


- 


daſeled with the brightneſle, which as hee was 
 Loing vnto, he met by good fortune a Pilgrime 
or Hermit, he knew not well, who being appa- 
relled as though hee were'to trauaile into all 
Countries, but ſo aged asthough .hee were to 
live continually ina Caue. Ofthis olde Syre he 

demaun- 


- without compariſon: of which kind, there are 


. 4 temperate''taline/and' 


before ber MaieStie. 


demaunded what Tree it was, who 


takin 2 this 


- Knight by the hand, began in theſe'words both 
toveter the name and nature of the Free, 


 'Fhis Tree fayre Knight-is called the Tree 
of the Sunne, whoſe nature is alwaies to ſtattd 
alone, not ſuffering a companion, beeing it ſelfe 


no more in. the 'earth then Sunnes 'in the Ele- 
ment. The worlde can holde but one Phenix, 
one Alexander, ohe Sun-Tree; in top contra- 
rie toall Trees : it s ſtrongeſt, & ſoNatelic ro 
behold, that. the more other ſhrubFſhrinke for 
_ the higher it exalteth it ſeIfe in Maie- 

Ie, Cn 4 TE 

| Fotas thecleere bearnes of the Sunne, cauſe 
all the ſtarresto loſe theyr light, fo che bright- 
neſſe of thys golden Tree, eclipſeth the cotti- 
mendation of all othet Plants. The leaves of 


pure Golde, the barke tio worſe , the buddes 
pearles, the body Chriſscslla, the ſap Ne&ar, 
the rooreTſo nobte as it {pringeth fro two Tur- 


keies, both ſo perfeQ, as neither can ſtaine the 


other, each: contending once for 'ſapetioritie, 


and now both cotiftrained to be <quals. Ve as 
bird ſitteth in therngeſt; whereat Cupid is euer 
drawitig; but dares'not ſhoote, beeing amazed 


at thae princely and perfe& Maicſte. 


- 'Thetſhaddowes hath as ſtrange properties 
as contrarieties,coolingthofe that be gat with 
heating thoſe that' be 

D 2 cold, 


a ls ſpoken 
colde-with a moderate. warmth, not valikethae 
 Sunne whereof it taketh thename, which mel- 


teth Waxe, and hardeneth Clay, or pure fyre, 
- which cauſeth the gold to ſhine ,. and the ſtraw 
 toſmother, or ſweete perfumes, which feedeth 
the Bee, and kylleth the Betell. 

No poyloncommeth neecre it , nor any yer- 
| mine that ath a . VVho-{o oeth,about 
.toloppe it, launceth himſelfe , and the Sunne 
Il not ſhyne -on'that creature that caſteth- a 
falſe eyc on that Tree, no wind can fo much. as 
. wagge aleafe , it ſpringeth in ſpite of eAu- 
tumnus,and continucth all the yeere as it were 

_ Ver. hy 
If Syr Knight you demaunde what fruite 
it beareth, I aunſwere, ſuch, as the elder it is, 


the younger it ſecmeth ,. alway rype , yet ever 
 greene. b ertuc Syr Knight , more nouriſhing 


to honeſt thoughts, then che Denugy delighefull 


to amorous eyes; V-Vhere the Graces are as 
thicke in Jvertue , as the Grapes; are on the 
Vine. | OTIS FIR CITY [32 IEEE bd 
Thys fruice fatteth, but neuer feedes,wher- 
with thys Tree is ſo- loaden.,, as;you cahnot 
rouch that place which veggue hath riot- tempe- 
red. If you enquire whether any grafts maybe 
gotten, it wereas much as to. craue win 
the Sunne, or a Moulde to caſt a! newe Moone. 
To conclude, fych aTreetis, ashethat hath 
longeſt knowne, At, can, {ooner meruaile -@t;: 18 


$s of 


'L then 


it 


before her. MaieFhe. 
then difcribe;it; for; the further, hee waderh in 
the prayſe, the ſhorter he cotymerh-of the per- 
fetion. Mud auf or t F417) | 
Thys olde man hauing ended, feeming to 
want wordes to expreſle ſuch worthineſle, he 
went to by: home, andthe Knighe to iis Sunne 
Free , where kifting the:grounde wth, hu- 
militie, the princely tree ſeemed with * 
t0 bidde him welcome.' ; But the more \ 
Zed onthe beautie, the leſle able he w 
dure the brigheneſle, like vnto thoſe r' 
king with a ſtedfaſt eyeto. behold/in.._ 
bring a darke dazeling ouer theyr fight. **>_ 
At the laſt,jelting. vnder. the\ſhaddawe, he 
felt ſuch- content, as nothing caulde bee more 
comfortable, The, dayes he ſpept-in..yertuoas 
delights ;; the night ſlypped AY in n 
Dreames, hee was neuer annoyed with vene- 
mous enemies, nor diſquieted-with idle cogita- 
$I0NS;-4rorn fs tf low 3 0% io) is a0 nth 
-::;. In much, that riding all felicity mn,that 
ſhade, and all ſecurity. ini that Sunne;; hee made 
a follemne vowe , to incorporate hys. harte 
into thas Tree,: and ingrafe hys thoughts vp- 
pgn:thoſe: vertues., Swearing,. that as there. is 
butone-Sunne to.lhine,ouer 1t {, ; ne roote, to 
give hte yneq it, one'toppe to majintaine Maie- 
ſtie:ſa chere ſhould be hut, ane Knight, . eyther 
to: lyue or die for this defence thereof.;; :; ! .., 
4 ls D3 Where- 


by 


 Aſpeech ſpoken 


Where-vppon; hee ſwore himſelfe onely to 


be the Knight of the Tree of the Sunne, whoſe 
life ſhould end before his loyaltie. 


Thus cloyed with content , hee fell into a 


ſweete ſlumber, whoſe ſmyling countenaunce 

ſhewed him voyde of all care. But hys eyes 

were ſcarce cloſe, dwhen hee ſeemed to ſee dy- 

_ ermining the Tree behinde him, that 

e ſuſpe&ing the Knighe to gyue the 

; , myght haue puniſhed him in her 

t fayling of theyr pretence,and ſecing 

_ -awethey ſtrooketo light vppontheir 

_ #hebraines,) they threatned him by violence, 
whom they cquld not match invertue. * 

 Bue he ofsfping the Tree,as the onely An- 

chor of hys traſt, they coulde not:ſo much' as 

mooue him from hys cauſe , whom they deter- 

mined to martyr without colour. VVhereup- 

pon they made a challenge to winne the Tree 

y right, and to make it good by Armes. At 

which ſaying, the Knight beeing glad eo hauc 

| his trueth tryed wyth hys' valoure , for ioy a- 

waked. F097. 
Andnowe (moſt vertuous and excellent 


Princeſſe) ſeeing ſuch tumules towards for his 


Tree, ſuch an -Honourable preſence to iudge, 
ſuch worthy Knights to Juſte: I cannot tel whe- 
ther his perplexitie or his pleaſure be the grea- 
ter. But this hee will auouch at all aſſayes,him- 


 felfe. 


before ber MaieSlie. 
ſelfe to be the moſt loyall Knight of the Sun- 


tree, which who fo gaine-ſayeth, hee is heere 
| | preſt, eyther to make him recant it before hee | 
" runne, or repent it after. Offering rather to 
V4 dic vpponthe poynts of a thouſande Launces, 

then to yeelda iote in conſtant loyaltie. 


E: FIN IS. 


' The ſpeech beeing ended , With preat honour hee 
ran, and valantly brake all the twelue ſtaues. 
e And after the finiſhing of the ſports : both the 
rich Bay-tree, and the beautifull T ent , Were 
by the ſtanders by, torne and rent in_more pee- © 
q oes then can be numbred, 


\ mY 


